9 LEF: ‘Whom is LEF Alerting?’

Viadimir Mayakovsky, the leading revolutionary poet, organized the group ‘Left Front of
the Arts’ around the journal LEF in 1923. During the years of the civil war, feftist’ art
had been hegemonic. In the changed conditions of the New Economic Policy more
technically conservative trends in art and literature re-emerged, claiming to serve the
Revolution under the banners of ‘realism’ and ‘popularity’. Mayakovsky's aim was to
regroup the Left and re-establish its claims fo be the true art of the Revolution. This
manifesto-editorial appeared in the first issue of LEF, pp. 10-11, Moscow, 1923. The
present translation, by Richard Sherwood, is taken from Form, no. 10, Brighton,
October 1969 (reprinted in Screen, vol. 12, no. 4, London, Winter 1971-2).

This is addressed to us. Comrades in Lef!

We know that we, the ‘left’ master-craftsmen, are the best workers in today’s
art. Up to the Revolution we piled up highly correct draft-plans, clever theorems
and cunning formulae, for the forms of the new art.

One thing is clear: the slippery, globular belly of the bourgeoisie was a bad
site for building.

During the Revolution we amassed a great many truths, we studied life, we
feceived the task of building a very real structure for the centuries ahead.

A world shaken by the booming of war and revolution is difficult soil for
8tandiose constructions.

We temporarily filed away our formulae, while helping to consolidate the days
of revolution.



